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Dear Pupil,
Welcome to this Sixth Form Study Guide. The aim is to provide you with
a wide variety of relevant, up-to-date and interesting information about
the opportunities that we offer to post-16 pupils. We are a mediumsized Sixth Form and are able to offer a wide variety of AS/A2 academic
subjects, one-year courses in Cambridge Technicals Business and
iGCSE Accounting and a one year Foundation Course which eases
transition into the A Level programme for ESOL pupils. High quality
teaching and learning in a close-knit community provides every sixth
form pupil at Kingham Hill the opportunity to achieve their academic
potential.
Outside of academic work, all sixth form students at Kingham
participate in the school’s various social, cultural and sporting activities
and extra-curricular visits, as well as playing a part in the continual
improvement of the Sixth Form.
Current pupils enjoy the many different areas of development Kingham
provides; past pupils speak with fondness and gratitude of all they
achieved both during and after their time as Kingham students.
Generations of ‘old’ boys and girls acknowledge the important role
played in their success by Kingham Hill School Sixth Form.
We are proud of the quality of provision we offer both in and outside the
classroom and seek to improve this on an ongoing basis.

Enjoy the Study Guide. I hope that you will join us.
The Option Choices Form at the back of this guide can be returned
directly to me or the school Admissions Department. If you have
any specific questions on which you need clarification, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

JESSICA CHAPMAN
Assistant Head Academic
Kingham Hill School, Kingham, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, OX7 6TH
TEL 01608 658999
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The Sixth Form at Kingham Hill School
Speak to any Year 12 or 13 pupil and they are likely to tell you how much they gain
moving up to the Sixth Form. There is so much on offer that is both challenging
and enjoyable. Pupils enjoy the difference in the style of lessons and are given
more independence and responsibility over their own learning. But no one should
fool you: it’s hard work. There are plenty of pressures and deadlines, and a lot of
dedication is needed. However, support is always there to help guide you through
the courses and to ensure that you do make positive use of your time!
The exam results of our pupils have been consistently good. There is regular
monitoring through the academic review process, which keeps pupils and parents
up to date with pupils’ progress. Tutors are able to give guidance to each pupil
and advise on individual academic targets.
Sixth Form Seminar is a specialised weekly programme of guest speakers and
topical sessions, ranging from university and careers advice, time and stress
management, learning styles and revision techniques to personal budgeting
and cooking classes! Advice on personal organisation helps pupils to make the
most of the facilities that the school specifically provides for sixth form pupils.
Dedicated resources are provided, enabling pupils to complete their UCAS
university applications; university/careers counselling is provided by a dedicated
Sixth Form tutor team. Most pupils are offered places at their university of choice
or are successful in gaining their chosen employment.
Being a sixth form pupil is rewarding in other ways. The
atmosphere of the Sixth Form at Kingham is friendly and
positive. Pupils make lasting friendships and there is a
genuine feeling of care and cooperation. The School Council
team comprises an elected management committee that
includes representatives of both Year 12 and Year 13, led
by the Heads of School; Sixth Form pupils can apply to
become Prefects, who are then given responsibility for
assisting in the day to day running of the school; Sixth
Form students at Kingham Hill are given extra privileges
and responsibilities as House Prefects in their Boarding
or Day houses.
The Sixth Form has gained a reputation for success in the Young Enterprise
Scheme where groups of pupils set up and manage profitable companies. Sixth
formers take part in public speaking and debating events, both within school
and the county. Within school, Sixth Formers at Kingham Hill enjoy the extensive
variety of sporting, social and cultural opportunities on offer. Kingham has always
been acknowledged as offering a rich extracurricular programme that we feel is
second to none. This is clearly one of the advantages of joining the Sixth Form
at Kingham Hill.

A quiet space
is provided
for us in the
library, under
the supervision
of teachers so
that we can
really focus on
our studies.
There is a
broad base of A
Level subjects
that cater for
everyone’s
needs

Henry
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Sixth Form students organise house competitions, music competitions and events
for younger students, or are involved with international charity work and scientific
projects. As you can imagine, all of this adds to a rich and rewarding experience
of life in the Sixth Form.
Deciding to join the Sixth Form at Kingham Hill means that you are choosing,
for the first time, to dedicate yourself to full time education attend school and
to study specific subjects. We encourage you to take responsibility for your own
learning and performance and as one
might expect there is greater freedom
for senior pupils. There are, of course,
certain expectations of sixth formers
and all pupils are expected to adhere to
set academic deadlines at all times and
represent the school positively.
We are certain that you will find being
in the Sixth Form a great experience.
It is encouraging for us that many past
pupils keep in touch and come back to
tell us of their success and to recall with
pleasure their time at Kingham. We are
always pleased to hear what they have
achieved and are proud that we have played our part in preparing them for the
world of work. Past sixth formers include an international jazz musician, a chief
education adviser to the Prime Minister, a junior international rugby player a
county cricketer and many others who have excelled in their chosen fields of
work. You too can pursue your dream and make it become a reality as you build
on what you achieve in the Sixth Form at Kingham Hill.
We hope that you will want to be part of our Sixth Form and we encourage you
to talk to as many people as you can, so that you can be certain you are making
a decision that is right for you.
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Overview of Courses
and Option Structure for 2013-2014
Sixth Form (Year 12) Option Choices - September 2013
Pupils will be able to take a maximum of four AS courses with an
option block system similar to the GCSE syllabus
Subjects will be blocked to allow pupils to pursue a specialised or mixed course of
study in the following disciplines: science, business, leisure, arts and humanities.
In deciding the option blocks we will take into account pupil preferences in Year
11 as well as providing a balanced spread of subjects that will prepare students
appropriately for Higher Education.
Pupils also have the opportunity to take any number of the additional qualifications
shown below, all of which are valuable for CVs and for employment prospects.

Additional Qualifications
• National Pool Lifeguard Award
•	CCF Leadership Qualifications
(and many other qualifications available through CCF)
• Emergency First Aid at Work
• Sports Coaching Awards
• Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award
• Defibrillator course

Broad Overview
AS Level
The AS qualification is pitched between the GCSE and A Level. Some pupils may
wish to continue their AS Level studies to full A Level, while others may wish to
settle for the AS qualification and in their second year of Sixth Form take a different
AS Level subject chosen from the option blocks.

Requirements for admission
AS Level
• 5 A*-C grades at GCSE
•	B grades must be attained in GCSE, or departmental permission given, for
subjects you wish to study at AS Level
In the case where subjects have not been offered at GCSE, a pupil will need to receive
approval from Assistant Head (Academic) and the relevant Head of Department.
Pupils should be aware that achieving a B at GCSE does not automatically indicate
a successful pass at AS level. Pupils should speak to their GCSE subject teachers
or to the relevant Head of Department for specific guidance about their AS choices.

A2 Level
•	In order to progress onto the A2 course, pupils are required to attain
a minimum of 100 UCAS points in their AS subjects (see UCAS tariff on
page 22).
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COURSES
We are offering the
following courses for
2013-14*
AS/A2 Courses
(1 year AS or
2 year A2):
Art and Design
Biology
Business
Chemistry
Design and Technology
Drama and Theatre
studies
Economics
English Literature
French
German
Geography
Government and
Political Studies
History
Leisure Studies
Mathematics
Further Mathematics
Music
Physical Education
Physics
Spanish
Theology
Non-AS courses
(1 year)
Cambridge Technical:
Business
iGCSE Accounting
Foundation Course for
International Pupils
A fantastic
school, I have
learned so
much in two
years. The
opportunities
are endless.
The teachers
are all so kind.

Edward
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Organisation of Coursework
Many AS and A Level courses involve coursework, sometimes counting for as
much as two thirds of the final grade. To help pupils get the best grades possible,
courses are carefully paced and work is split into manageable chunks with interim
deadlines. Keeping up with these deadlines is vital, so that you have time to refine
both your ideas and the way you express them to improve your marks.
Your progress is reported regularly in effort grades, achievement grades, termly
reports and at parents’ meetings. As well as subject teachers, each pupil has a tutor
who regularly reviews progress across all their courses. Pupils are encouraged to
regularly review their own progress and set targets for each term. Tutors are there
to offer advice and help you to get the most out of your time in the Sixth Form. If, for
whatever reason, a pupil falls behind, their whole programme of study is reviewed,
and it may be that the number of courses is limited to ensure the very best results
at the end of the two years.
All examination boards set deadlines and teachers need time to assess work
thoroughly before sending it off. This means that final deadlines set by teachers
must be met. This rarely happens but you must be aware that if final deadlines are
missed in Year 13, pupils may not be able to complete the course when expected.
This may affect your place at university or college and will also incur extra costs in
school fees after you would normally have left.

Foundation Course for International Pupils
This is a one year course that includes GCSE Maths and has a particular emphasis
on English competency and study skills.
Language skills classes consolidate and expand the pupils’ knowledge of the
English language, both spoken and written. Comprehension is improved as is the
ability to use more complex forms of the language.
A number of Cambridge ESOL qualifications are offered, including IELTS.
Study skills are improved by focus on independent writing and research. Classes
cover the use of ICT, time management, note-taking, giving presentations and
using software packages like PowerPoint.
Pupils on this course are able to bridge the gap from GCSE to A Level by taking
the Cambridge Technical course in Business. This qualification is equivalent to
four GCSEs at A*-C grade and the course is an excellent preparation for Advanced
Level study.
Foundation Year students will also undertake the iGCSE course in Accounting to
complement their Business course

Provision of Courses
In the provision of our courses we try to be as flexible as possible. Pupils should
think carefully about the subjects they wish to study and take time to think about
the work implications involved.

*In common with many small schools, we cannot run courses if there is
insufficient take-up by pupils. As far as possible we will give advance
notice if we are unable to run a course and will help each pupil to find a
suitable alternative course combination.

Being here
at Kingham
Hill has given
me more
confidence
within myself
and my school
work.

Matt
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AS/A2 Level Courses
Kingham Hill offers the following range of AS and A2 Level subjects. For more
detailed information about syllabuses please speak to the Head of Department,
or direct your enquiry to the Admissions Secretary who will contact the Head of
Department on your behalf.

AS and A2 Levels
Art and Design (Edexcel)
This subject encourages pupils to apply an adventurous and enquiring
approach to art and design. Pupils should be able to demonstrate an
understanding of past and contemporary art and design practice and
be able to produce artwork that embraces a range of ideas. The course
requires pupils to be dedicated during class time and private study
time. Some materials and field trips will incur costs.
The following disciplines are currently offered:
		
		
		

•
•
•
•

drawing 		
painting		
sculpture		
printmaking		

• ceramics
• photography
• textiles

Both AS and A2 courses in art and design consist of coursework and an externallyset assignment (final practical exam).

Biology (OCR)
A-level Biology is a fantastic course that opens pupil’s minds to the wonders and
intricacies of living organisms. There is quite a large practical component that
is a great complement to the stunning detail of content of the course. There are
six units in this course. Three are taken at the end of year 12 - this forms the AS
level. The three units are taken at the end of year 13 complete the A-level. Units 1
& 2 are examined in two separate exams at the end of year 12 with the controlled
assessment tasks being completed during the AS year. Units 4 & 5 are examined
in two separate exams in June of year 13 with the unit 6 controlled assessment
tasks being completed during the A2 year.
AS Level:
Cells, exchange and transport
UNIT 2 Biomolecules, biodiversity, food and health
UNIT 3	Practical tasks assessed under controlled conditions within school
laboratories
UNIT 1

A2 Level:
UNIT 4

Communication, homeostasis and energy

UNIT 5

Control, genomes and environment

UNIT 6	Practical

tasks assessed under controlled conditions within school
laboratories
In addition to the practical work there may be opportunities to hear about the work
leading Scientists are doing in the UK.

I have attended
Kingham Hill
for six years,
the teachers
are always
there to help
and the sports
facilities are
great.

Kelly
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Business Studies (WJEC)
The first year is an introduction to business and does not assume that pupils have
studied business or economics at GCSE. The course is split into two sections:
BS1
The Business Framework
BS2
Business Functions
If you choose business studies you will learn about different types of business
organisation and study how businesses work with particular reference to marketing,
accounting, human resources and operations management. You will also learn
about factors outside the control of the business which influence their decisions,
such as social change, economic factors and new technology. You need to have a
keen interest in the world around you, a willingness to read the news and to do
research outside the classroom.
In the second year of the course there is much more emphasis on decision-making
and on looking at businesses as whole. The course is again divided into two units:
BS3
Business Decision Making
BS4
Business Strategy and Practice
You are expected to develop higher level analytical skills and to recommend the
best course of action for a business given its existing position, e.g. Should it launch
a new product? Should managers increase staff pay or perhaps give more to
investors? Should a business recruit internally or externally? What is the right style
of leadership for an organisation? You will do case studies and critically examine
the decisions made by businesses – for example, the challenges facing HMV. You
will develop your understanding of financial records and the way they influence
business decisions.

Chemistry (OCR)
In A Level Chemistry we begin to explore the different disciplines within the subject,
namely Physical, Inorganic and Organic. It is helpful to have a full GCSE in Chemistry,
but in previous years those with a good pass in the various dual awards have been
successful. We will build on earlier knowledge about atoms and reactions, electrons,
bonding and structure, and the periodic table all in the first year.
For A2 we study more organic topics, look at some analytical techniques and explore
some of the crucial issues of our time, namely those centred on the environment
and our use of resources. Throughout the course, practical work plays a large part
and there are assessed tasks which count towards the final grade during the year.

Design & Technology: Product Design (3-D Design) (AQA)
AS and A2
This subject is designed to encourage candidates to:
• develop a broad view of design and technology
• develop their capacity to design and make products
• appreciate the complex relations between design, materials,
manufacture and marketing.
This is achieved through extended design and make projects and study of
related topics.
AS outline
At AS Level candidates develop an understanding of a broad range of materials,
with emphasis on the life cycle of products, manufacture and final disposal. This
specification also considers the broader issues for the designer including the
environmental sustainability of products and consumer safety:
• Unit 1: (PROD1) Materials, Components and Application
• Unit 2: (PROD2) Learning Through Designing and Making.
/continued over
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A2 outline
At A2, the specification offers candidates the opportunity to further develop the
knowledge and practical skills from AS. Candidates will continue to develop a body
of coursework alongside an understanding of the processes and procedures of
commercial production and manufacture:
Unit 3:

(PROD3) Design and Manufacture

Unit 4:

(PROD4) Design and Making Practice.

Drama and Theatre Studies (AQA)
This is an exciting course designed for students who enjoy reading plays and
watching or participating in drama - as performers, directors or designers. One of
the attractions of this Drama and Theatre Studies course is the group work that
you will find is at the heart of the practical element of the course.
What does the course involve?
The A Level course is in two parts. In the first year - the AS part of the course you will:
• study one set play in terms of performance potential
• visit the theatre and watch live productions of a variety of plays
• work together to interpret and present an extract from a play of your choice,
linked to your study of a theatre company, director or practitioner
Course assessment
Pupils take their practical examinations for AS and A2 on a date chosen by the
school between 1st February and 31st May.
You will be assessed on your preparation for the drama presentation as well as
on your performance, design or directorial skills as shown through the production
itself. You will also support your practical work with brief, structured ‘supporting
notes’ that you will complete before the date of the practical examination.
At the end of year one, AS Level, there is one written paper (1½ hours) where you
will write about your chosen set play and about one of the live productions that
you have seen. At the end of year two, A Level, there is one written paper (2 hours)
where you will write about the two set plays that you have studied.

Economics (Edexcel)
Economics is a subject that can be started in Year 12 without having been
studied before. Some mathematical ability is necessary – a grade B at GCSE is a
requirement. As a subject, Economics studies the way that society uses resources
and allocates them to produce goods and services. The role of government and the
external influences on the economy form a vital part of the course.
The following topics are studied at AS Level:
UNIT 1

Competitive Markets

UNIT 2

Managing the Economy - Economic Performance and Economic Policy

Pupils going on to A2 complete the following:
UNIT 3

Business Economics and Economic Efficiency

UNIT 4

The Global Economy

All units are assessed by external examination and are available for resit where
applicable.
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English Literature (Edexcel)
A range of genres and periods are covered in this course, looking at spiritual,
moral, ethical, social and cultural issues in relation to texts, as well as exploring
their intrinsic literary content. Wide and continuous reading and detailed written
responses are expected as part of the course.
The AS course focuses on Explorations in Prose, Poetry and Drama while the A2
course is entitled Reflections in Literary Study. The course covers a wide variety of
literature from all literary periods and genres.
The following units are studied at AS Level:
UNIT 1	Explorations

in Prose and Poetry: assessed by examination, this involves
studying three texts written between 1800 and 1945.
UNIT 2	Explorations in Drama: assessed by two pieces of coursework (one of 500
words and one of 2,000 words), we study one Shakespeare play and another
piece of drama written between 1300 and 1800.
Pupils going on to A2 complete the following:
UNIT 3	Interpretations of Prose and Poetry: assessed by examination, this involves
studying three texts written after 1990.
UNIT 4	Reflections in Literary Study: assessed by one 3,000 word piece of
coursework, students have a free choice of texts they study from the literary
canon.

French and German (Edexcel)
Both French and German are available for study at AS and A2 Level. The courses
build upon all the essential skills from GCSE, giving you the opportunity to tackle
some important day-to-day issues in your language of choice. These courses will
broaden your horizons and open your minds to other cultures, giving you a real
advantage in your future career. Employers are constantly looking for people with
language skills.
Some students say that doing A-Level Languages is like doing General Studies
- you get the chance to study a wealth of different topics and issues - and all in
another language.
If you want to learn what it might be like to live and work in another country; if you
want to be stretched intellectually; if you want to know what life is like outside the
English-speaking world ... we want you!
There are two units of study for AS: a speaking test where you will talk about a
subject that interests you combined with a listening, reading and writing paper
where you answer comprehension questions and write a short essay on an issue.
The A2 units of study consist of another speaking test where you have to defend
your point of view combined with a written paper including a short translation, an
essay on an issue, some reading comprehension questions and an essay on some
directed research you will carry out during the course of the year.
Opportunities ...
We have contacts in Europe so we can offer you the chance of a work experience
placement abroad during the holidays - that way you can be sure of improving your
language skills whilst gaining plenty of new experiences.
Languages at A-Level are challenging but, without doubt, incredibly rewarding
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Geography (Edexcel)
Michael Palin, president of the Royal Geographical Society, said that “Geography
is a subject that holds the key to the future.” Selecting Geography at A level
will enable you to engage with a wide variety of international, national and local
geographical issues and challenges. You will develop a range of skills which
employers are looking for in school leavers and graduates. These include problem
solving, decision making, presentation skills, the ability to work in teams as well as
numeracy and literacy skills. The course is divided into 4 units:
The following units are studied at AS Level:
Global Challenges (60% of total AS marks)
		The meaning, causes, impacts and management of global challenges,
How we can influence global challenges throughout our own lives. Two
compulsory topics
		
Topic 1:		 World at Risk
		
Topic 2:		 Going Global

UNIT 1

UNIT 2

		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Geographical Investigations (40% of total AS marks)
You will study two issues which influence our lives:
Physical Topics
Topic 1:		 Extreme Weather
Topic 2:		 Crowded Coasts
Human Topics
Topic 1:		 Unequal Spaces
Topic 2:		 Rebranding Places

There is a mixture of short answer and guided essay questions on Unit 1. In
Unit 2 the questions require longer responses, which will include data response,
investigation and evaluation skills.
Pupils going on to A2 complete the following:
Unit 3

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Contested Planet (60% of total A2 marks)
SIX compulsory topics
• Energy security
• Water conflicts
• Biodiversity under Threat
• Superpower Geographies
• Bridging the Development Gap
• The Technological Fix?
ONE examination 2hours 30 minutes

		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Geographical Research (40% of total A2 marks)
Choose ONE topic from
• Tectonic Activity and Hazards
• Cold Environments
• Life on the Margins : the food supply problem
• The World of Cultural Diversity
• Pollution and Human Health at Risk
• Consuming the Rural Landscape

		

ONE examination 1 hour 30 minutes

Unit 4

The teachers
are always
available to
help you with
your work
and any other
queries you
may have.
Kingham Hill
School is a
place you will
never forget.

David

10

KINGHAM HILL SCHOOL SIXTH FORM STUDY GUIDE

Government and Political Studies (Edexcel)
At AS Level, pupils study the main features of the UK political system. From
parties to the judiciary and from voting systems to voting behaviour, this course
covers the essentials of the British political system. A willingness to read and
comment on current events is a vital prerequisite for the course as is an ability to
express ideas in lengthy written work. Pupils who go on to study for A2 complete two
further units on US government and comparative British and American government.

History (Edexcel)
This course uses primary and secondary historical sources to allow pupils the
opportunity for deeper analysis and explanation of past events. Wide and continuous
reading, detailed and well-explained written responses and a lively interest in
historical debate are expected as part of the course.
The following units are studied at AS Level:
 World Divided: Communism and Democracy in the 20th Century. This
A
has two elements; D5: Pursuing Life and Liberty: Equality in the USA 194568 and D6: Ideology, Conflict and Retreat: the USA in Asia, 1950-1973.
UNIT 2	British History in the 19th Century. This has a single element; B1: Britain,
1830-1885: Representation and Reform.
UNIT 1

Pupils going on to A2 complete the following:
UNIT 3	Politics, Protest and Revolution. This has a single element; B1: France
1786-1830: Revolution, Empire and Restoration.
UNIT 4	The Struggle for Italian Unification, 1796-1900. This assessment takes the
form of coursework.

Leisure Studies (OCR)
Leisure Studies is a vocationally-focused award which helps pupils reach, through
practical investigation of leisure contexts, an understanding of the ways in which
the leisure industry attempts to satisfy society’s demands for using leisure time.
The following units are studied at AS Level:
UNIT 1 Exploring Leisure
UNIT 2 Customer Service in the Leisure Industry
UNIT 3 Leisure Industry Practice
Pupils going on to A2 complete the following:
UNIT 4 Event Management
UNIT 5 Human Resources in the Leisure Industry
UNIT 6 Leisure in the Outdoors

Mathematics (Edexcel)
Mathematics at A Level builds directly upon the A and A* work done at GCSE
and requires an in-depth understanding of topics such as quadratics, indices and
surds. Those who have excelled in mathematics up to this stage will continue to
thrive and enjoy the work. However, where a student has not been in the top set
for GCSE they are unlikely to have covered the GCSE syllabus completely and so A
Level Mathematics would not be a wise choice.
Core Maths includes key mathematical skills and techniques, such as algebra,
calculus and trigonometry. Applied Mathematics options are chosen from decision
mathematics, mechanics and statistics.
/continued over
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Core Mathematics:
CORE 1 & CORE 2 	are studied at AS. These include algebra and functions, coordinate

geometry, arithmetic and geometric series, differentiation,
integration, trigonometry, exponentials and logarithms
Core 3 & Core 4 	are studied at A2. Much of the work at Core 1 and 2 is now taken
to a deeper level. There is also work involving numerical methods
and vectors.
One of the following modules is studied at AS and a second module at A2. Further
Mathematics pupils are allowed to take all three modules and/or second or third
modules in each of these areas.
	covers a number of techniques that are important in the solution
of large scale organisational and business problems, including
algorithms, critical path analysis and linear programming.
Mechanics 1 	overlaps very well with Physics, including particle work on
kinematics, dynamics and statics as well as moments.
Statistics 1 	looks at both statistics and probability and includes correlation,
discrete random variables, discrete distributions and the normal
distribution.
Decision 1

Further Mathematics (Edexcel)
Further Mathematics is an AS/A Level qualification which both broadens and
deepens the mathematics covered in AS/A Level Mathematics. It is significantly
harder than A Level Mathematics and would only be recommended for those
who achieve an A* at GCSE Mathematics. However, any pupil planning to take
a mathematics-related degree will benefit enormously from taking Further
Mathematics, at least to AS Level, as they will be introduced to new topics such
as matrices and complex numbers.
It consists of core units, Further Pure 1, 2 and 3, and the choice of completing
the range of applied modules and/or taking one of the areas deeper, for example
Mechanics 1, 2 and 3.
Pupils who are especially gifted in mathematics will really enjoy the full A Level
in Further Mathematics. It is a challenging qualification but pupils who do it often
find it is their favourite subject. Further Mathematics qualifications are prestigious
and are strongly welcomed by universities, as they are recognised as being more
difficult than a standard A Level.

Music (Edexcel)
As a creative subject, Music at sixth form level is both challenging and
rewarding. The most important requirements are a willingness to expand
your own musical creativity and a readiness to explore the music of others.
The AS and A2 Music course consists of the following:
PERFORMANCE

Each year of the course, a performance recital on your instrument will be
required. In the AS course a 5-6 minute recital with performance notes and
in the A2 course a 12-15 minute themed recital with performance notes
are needed.
HISTORICAL STUDIES

In each year of the course, you will be required to study in depth a variety of set works
identifying musical and historical features of the works. This will be done by listening,
analysis of the score, and identifying the features of the works and time periods.
/continued over
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COMPOSITION

The students are required to compose one piece of music each year. They will
be given a composition brief and may compose in any suitable style. In A2, the
option of harmonising a Bach Chorale can replace the composition, if that brief is
chosen. The Music School currently has a number of dedicated PCs which run the
professional notator, Sibelius. You will also be required to complete a number of
harmony exercises during the year.

Physical Education (Edexcel)
The course aims to develop knowledge and skills in selected physical
activities. Pupils will gain an understanding of the physiological and
mechanical basis of performance and will develop an ability to appreciate
the relationship between theory and practice in sport. They will also study
provision both locally and nationally.
The following units are studied at AS Level:
UNIT 1	Participation

in Sport and Recreation: healthy lifestyles, the body’s
response to exercise and fitness training

UNIT 2	The

Critical Sports Performer: personal performance and study

Pupils going on to A2 complete the following:
UNIT 3	Preparation

for Optimum Sports Performance: Pupils will develop a
knowledge and understanding of the short and long term physiological
and psychological preparations made by elite athletes.

		They will consider the short and long term preparations required e.g.
selection of appropriate kit and equipment, the use of training camps,
different types of ergonomic aids.
Assessment information
		The assessment of this unit is through a two hour examination paper
which is set and marked by Edexcel. The paper will be a question and
answer booklet and all questions in the paper are compulsory.
What pupils will learn
		
•
		
•
		
•
		•
UNIT 4

short and long term physiological preparation
short and long term psychological preparation
short and long term technical preparation
managing elite performance

 he Developing Sports Performer: The tasks undertaken in Unit 2: The
T
Critical Sports Performer lay the foundation for pupils to specialise in one
practical performance role and progress this performance, and undertake
three further tasks. Pupils will construct a development plan to further
progress their performance as players, leaders or officials.

		They will also research one of these roles in an international context,
taking in grassroots participation, elite performance and other factors.
Pupils will then continue to refine their performances in one chosen role.
Lastly, they will plan their sporting career, from the Advanced Subsidiary
course to the potential opportunities and performance structure open to
them, thereby outlining a ‘time-line’, through school, college, university,
club, veterans and future roles.

I have received
great learning
support from
the SpLD
department and
I do not think I
would have got
through my A
Levels without
that help.

Katie
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Physics (OCR)
The A Level Physics course involves theoretical and practical investigations in four
areas at AS and three at A2. In Year 12 pupils investigate the fields of mechanics,
electricity, waves and quantum physics and are examined through two papers and
a range of practical activities involving quantitative, qualitative and evaluative skills.
In Year 13 pupils explore topics including Newtonian physics, circular motion,
thermal physics, nuclear physics, medial imaging and models of the universe.
Again, practical tasks contribute one component. The courses follow the OCR
Physics A specification, external unit examinations in both years being held in May.
Small class sizes in both years make for personal tuition based lessons with ample
time being available to address individual questions from pupils.

Theology (AQA)
The AS and A Level courses combine ethical thinking and philosophical
training within the Theology department. They will help pupils to
become sharper, more articulate and more confident in their ability to
reason. The study of rhetoric and evaluation contained within make it
almost unique in its academic training. Employers place great value
on these abilities.
Pupils may want to study a course in Theology because they are
already fascinated by ethical and philosophical questions. What is the
point of our existence? Does God exist? What is the mind? What is the
soul? Are we capable of a disembodied existence? Is what is morally
right just a matter of opinion? What is the best way to live your life?
Do I know that the world around me is real? Could it easily just be
some sort of elaborate, computer-generated illusion, as in the film
The Matrix? These are precisely the sorts of questions that will be grappled with
in this course.
The confrontation of, and search for, the truth can be thought provoking and
inspiring, and the pupils who undertake this AS or A Level will be engaged and
challenged throughout. In general, humans find it safer not to question! The quest
for truth and meaning is one of the only things that can persevere in a transient
world. The course does not assume or require any previous study of the subject
at GCSE.
We follow the AQA Specification for Theology: in Year 12, pupils complete Ethics
AS Unit A Religion & Ethics 1 and Philosophy AS Unit D Religion, Philosophy and
Science. In Year 13, pupils continuing to A2 complete Ethics A2 Unit 3A Religion &
Ethics 1 and Philosophy A2 Unit 4a Religion and Human Experience (Topic 1 Life,
Death & Beyond). http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/humanities/religious_studies_
noticeboard.php
Theology is assessed by two exam papers at the end of Year 12, and two exam
papers at the end of Year 13. Pupils will need to be confident essay writers. There
is no coursework.
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Foundation Courses
Cambridge Technical Award in Business (Level 2)
Sixth form pupils who are taking the one year foundation course at Kingham Hill
will prepare for a vocational qualification in business. This is a very practical course
in which you will learn the basics of business but will also develop your skills in
I.T., presentations and written communication. Although mainly classroom-based
the assignments will be based on real-life scenarios and will involve some visits
outside school. There are no examinations as part of this course. There is a wide
variety of modules available, such as:
• Business organisations
• Financial forecasting
• People in organisations
• The marketing plan
• Business communication
• Training & employment
• Customer relations		
• Business online
You will need to complete three units to gain the Cambridge certificate. Those
students who are making good progress will have the opportunity to take further
units and may even be able to progress to the extended certificate (six units). The
grading system is: pass, merit, distinction and distinction*. This qualification has
been specifically developed for pupils age 16 and above rather than as an alternative
to GCSEs. It is an ideal foundation to go on to study business at A-level.

Accounting (Foundation-1 year)
The course that will be followed will cover the following areas: Books of original entry;
The ledger; Trading account, Profit and Loss account of a sole trader; Adjustments;
Incomplete records; Non-profit-making organisations; Manufacturing accounts;
Partnerships; Limited companies; Analysis and interpretation of accounts.
There is one written examination of 2hours 30 minutes. It comprises of section A
(10 marks multiple-choice) and section B (90 marks which includes calculations,
table completion [ledgers and journals], short to medium length questions which
would involve analysing financial information.)
This does not lead on to any university courses. It is a foundation for going on to
study A-level accounting.
In addition to the Cambridge Technical Award in Business, iGCSE Accounting and a
tailored course of ESOL lessons, students on the one-year Foundation Course will
also study a GCSE level Mathematics and Science course.

Support for those with
Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD)
Kingham Hill caters for a number of pupils with Specific Learning Difficulties who
are fully integrated into the rest of the school.
Growing independence is encouraged and expected so as to prepare our pupils
for further education and the workplace. The department can give support to sixth
formers at regular times, sometimes off timetable. Staff are also available to help
individual pupils on request.

15

KINGHAM HILL SCHOOL SIXTH FORM STUDY GUIDE

International Pupils
International pupils quickly become part of the community at
Kingham Hill. They study and socialise with a wide range of
young people from the UK and overseas and have the opportunity
to follow AS and A Level courses alongside UK pupils. They
can also prepare for other recognised examinations in their
chosen subject areas.
The English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
department provides regular lessons and English language
support for sixth form pupils. The teaching gives an excellent preparation for
study at university at home or abroad. Studies can lead to General English
qualifications such as the Cambridge Certificate in Advanced English and those
wishing to pursue studies at an English-speaking university can take or prepare
for the Cambridge IELTS test (Academic Module). All ESOL examinations are
internationally recognised.
Subjects covered by the department include:
• Understanding the structure and mechanics of English
• The most effective ways to plan, research for, and write academic essays
• Improving skills in speaking, reading, listening and writing
• Effective reading techniques for academic study

American Studies
The American Studies Program is a unique course allowing pupils the opportunity
to study at a traditional British school while meeting US educational requirements.
All pupils in this program receive an individualized academic plan comprised of
AS/A2 courses, traditional US courses or a mixture of the two. All courses are
recognized by US universities and colleges. Courses in the American Studies
Program are open to all US, UK and international pupils seeking a US High School
Diploma or US Academic transcript. Please note that all pupils, regardless of
nationality, are required to obtain written approval from the Director of American
Studies prior to registering for any courses on this program.
Kingham Hill School is a member of the New England Association of Schools and
Colleges. All US Diplomas and US transcripts are legally recognised by the US
Department of Education.
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Sixth Form Life
Kingham Hill has a dedicated social centre which includes
a lounge area, bar, full-size pool table, games facilities, 42”
plasma TV, a sound system and Sky television. The Sixth
Form Committee organises a wide range of social events
throughout the year. These include discos, debates, theme
nights, pool competitions, quiz nights, fundraising and dinner
evenings.
Sixth Form boarders and day students can choose to join in
with the programme of Saturday trips which include a wide
variety of social and cultural activities, as well as opportunities
for pupils to travel to Oxford, Cheltenham and London to visit the cinema, bowling
alleys, ice-skating rinks and shops. Sixth Form students have the alternative
option of remaining on site on Saturdays to study. Regular matches take place
on the Astro pitch or, if they prefer, pupils can watch live matches on Sky in the
Sixth Form Social Centre or take advantage of the ‘big screen’ film showings
in the lecture theatre. As a combined boarding and day school, House life is of
course very important to our pupils: Sixth Formers are encouraged to take a lead
in organising social activities both for as Sixth Formers within their house and for
the whole house community.
Sport is an important aspect of life at Kingham Hill with many team and individual
sports and activities available throughout the year; Sixth Form pupils are expected
to play a full part in the sporting life of the school. There is also a popular
Combined Cadet Force which provides Sixth Form pupils with the opportunity to
develop and practice leadership skills. Sixth form pupils have the opportunity to
gain their National Pool Lifeguard Qualification and to work towards their Silver
or Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award.
Facilities at the school include:
• Sports pitches for rugby, soccer, hockey, cricket and rounders
• A floodlit all-weather sports pitch for soccer, five-a-side football, hockey
and other team games
• A sports hall for basketball, badminton,
volleyball, trampolining, gymnastics
and with a climbing wall, cricket nets
and other indoor sports and training
facilities
• A 25 metre indoor swimming pool for
swimming, canoe training, water polo
and life-saving
• Fully equipped air-conditioned fitness
facility
• Dance studio
• A purpose-built assault course used for training and competitions
• Tennis and netball courts
• Indoor .22 rife range.

There is a
really good
atmosphere in
the boarding
house that
makes you feel
really welcome.
You make lots
of close friends
and always
have a laugh.

Jo
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Communication and Technology
ICT
Sixth form pupils need to bring a personal laptop or tablet to support their learning.
The school delivers access to the internet via wireless throughout the campus,
including the boarding houses. A school email and Google apps account will be
provided to each student, in addition to many online educational resources via the
school library.

Careers Advice
All pupils in the Sixth Form have access to a wide range of careers
advice and guidance. This enhances the pupils’ self knowledge as well
as knowledge about career opportunities so that tailor-made career
plans can be drawn up. There are group sessions with Sixth Form
Tutors, presentations from visiting speakers, trips to places of work and
education institutions as well as individual guidance. Personalised
help is given in writing CVs, letters of application and UCAS personal
statements.

Dress Code
Sixth Form students are provided with a greater degree of independence, including
in their clothing. That being said, sixth formers are expected to attend classes in
smart business dress and suits are required.

Location
Kingham Hill is in the heart of the Cotswolds within easy reach of Oxford, Cheltenham
and Stratford-upon-Avon.

Rail Connections
There is a main line station in Kingham village offering frequent and convenient
connections to Oxford, Worcester, Reading and London Paddington, which is just
80 minutes away.

Local Town
The attractive Cotswold town of Chipping Norton is four miles from the school and
features a wide range of High Street shops, cafes, restaurants and theatre. Sixth
formers, with permission from their houseparents, can organise taxi trips to get
additional shopping or to enjoy an evening meal or take-away.
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Christian Ethos
Kingham Hill is a Christian school which looks to make faith both vibrant and
relevant to all pupils. Pupils are encouraged to develop their own faith, exploring
their personal relationship with God and their public expression of their faith in
an environment of friendly pastoral support. Interested pupils are encouraged
to participate in Chapel and come along to voluntary Christian meetings where
there is discussion and debate on the Bible and how it applies to our world today.
Opportunities are available each year to join the school trips, building local
links with Helen House and Douglas House hospices in Oxford. In the last two
summer holidays sixth form pupils have helped with community projects in rural
Ukraine, an orphanage building project in Zambia and a conservation project in
South Africa. Sixth formers are encouraged to use their own initiative as they
plan fundraising dinners and dances. Each summer several pupils attend Venture
holidays such as Lymington Rushmore, Christians in Sport and CYFA.

Boarding Facilities – a real home from home
The boarding system at Kingham Hill is based around seven
large and attractive family-run boarding houses. Each
house accommodates about 30 pupils and the majority
of sixth form pupils have their own, well-furnished single
study bedroom. There is a large lounge, an area for playing
snooker or similar games, Sky television, video and DVD
facilities. There is also a kitchen in every house for making
light snacks.
Boarding for the sixth form has its responsibilities as well
as its privileges and this is exactly as it should be. Pupils
are encouraged to play an active role in the boarding house.
This can be in terms of positions of responsibility, house
competitions, events and activities and inter-house sport.
We pride ourselves on the sympathetic way in which our
sixth formers do their jobs. They are good role models and
confidantes for the younger pupils.
All sixth formers have regular cinema, bowling, theatre and restaurant trips
as well as informal social nights with the houseparents. Pupils are particularly
encouraged to organise their own social activities as well.
Day pupils also have their own houses and sixth formers play a large part in the
day to day running of these.
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Predicted GCSE Grades
Pupils joining Kingham Hill School at Sixth Form should have their current school
indicate their predicted grades at GCSE.

NAME OF PUPIL:

CURRENT SCHOOL:

PREDICTED GRADES
SUBJECT											

SIGNED ON BEHALF OF CURRENT SCHOOL		

DATE

PREDICTED GCSE GRADE
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Year 12 Subject Option Sign-Up Form
Pupils will be able to take a maximum of four AS Levels.
The subjects listed below are likely to be offered to year 12 pupils next year. As
a small sixth form, our option blocks are drawn up after prospective sixth form
pupils have chosen their courses (the deadline for this is February 22nd); we aim
to accommodate the course combination choices of the majority of pupils. Once
option blocks have been finalised, we will work with any pupil whose choices cannot
be timetabled to find a suitable alternative course combination.
Please select four subjects from the year 12 subject options below indicating
your order of preference by writing the numbers 1 to 4 in the appropriate box.
A “1” indicates your first choice, “2” indicates, your second choice etc. The middle
column shows A level subjects available and the right column shows non-A Level
subjects available. The Cambridge Technicals are vocational qualifications at Level
2 and offer UCAS points.

Year 12 Option Subjects
Option Subject
Accounting (IGCSE)

GCE A-Level

C.Tech/IGCSE

-

Art

-

Biology

-

Business Studies
Chemistry

-

Design Technology

-

Drama

-

Economics

-

English Literature

-

French

-

Further Maths

-

Geography

-

German

-

Government & Politics

-

History

-

Leisure Studies

-

Maths

-

Music

-

Physical Education

-

Physics

-

Theology

-
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The UCAS Tariff
What is the UCAS tariff?
It is a points system used to report achievement for entry to higher education (HE) in a numerical format.
It establishes agreed equivalences between different types of qualifications.
It provides comparisons between applicants with different types and volumes of achievement.

How does it work?
Points can be aggregated from the different qualifications included in the tariff.
There is no ceiling to the number of points which can be accumulated.
There is no double counting – applicants cannot count the same or similar qualifications twice.
Achievement at a lower level will be subsumed into the higher level, ie, AS points will be subsumed into
the A Level points for the same subject.

What qualifications are covered by the tariff?
A full list of the qualifications covered by the UCAS tariff, together with the allocation of points can be
found below. New qualifications are regularly being added for entry to HE.
Updates on the tariff, including details on the incorporation of any new qualifications, will be notified to
parents and pupils.

GCE Qualifications
GCE AS
		

A

GCE
A Level

POINTS

A*

140

A

120

B

100

C

80

D

60

B		

50

C

40

E

D		

30

E		

20
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Music Examinations
Grade 6
Practical

Grade 7
Practical

Grade 8
Practical

Grade 6
Theory

Grade 7
Theory

Grade 8
Theory

Points

			

D				

75

			

M				

70

		

D					

60

		

M

P				

55

D						

45

M

40

P					

P					

D

30

						

M

25

					

D

P

20

				

D

M		

15

				

M

P		

10

				

P			

5

Speech and Drama Exams
Grade 6

Grade 7

Grade 8

Points

			

D

65

			

M

60

		

D		

55

		

M		

50

			

P

45

D			

40

M

P		

35

P			
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