
Igniting passion for life and learning

Life as an International Pupil



These are the words of one of our recent 
international pupils as she left to study 
at University College, London, one of the 
country’s top universities.
Here at Kingham Hill School we deliver 
a first class education whilst prioritising 
development of the whole person, which 
ensures our graduating pupils leave us well 
qualified and equipped to succeed in their 
future lives.

We have a proud tradition of welcoming 
international pupils into our vibrant 
school community, many of whom leave 
us to continue their studies at the best 
universities both in the UK and overseas.

“Being here has been an amazing 
experience and has prepared me for 
the real world”. 

“The teachers here are so nice and they 
really help you. My English has improved so 

much since I came here. I received 3 A*s, 
1 A and a B in my A levels and I am now 

studying at Imperial College, London. This is 
a really wonderful British school which you 

can really treat as your home.” Xinya, Alumna

Our Location
Kingham Hill School is situated in a stun-
ning 100 acre campus in the heart of the 
Cotswolds, an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty in southern England. It is 25 miles 
from the university city of Oxford, 24 miles 
from Stratford-upon-Avon, famous as the 
birthplace of William Shakespeare, and 
24 miles from the beautiful spa town of 
Cheltenham.

The school is within easy reach of London, 
with good links to London Heathrow airport 
by road and rail. Kingham station is two 
miles away, and has a direct train to London 
Paddington.

Kingham Hill School was purpose built as a 
boarding school by philanthropist, Charles 
Baring Young in 1886. He established 
the school as a place where children with 
a boarding need could be educated and 
prepared for life.

Ever since then, the mission of the school 
has been to provide a safe and supportive 
environment in which each young person 
has the opportunity to fulfil their unique 
individual potential – academically, 
physically, socially and spiritually.
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A welcoming community Pre-A Level programme

Individual care and attention

When you ask pupils, parents and staff what 
they love most about the school, the answer 
is usually: ‘community’. There is a tangible 
sense of friendliness and unity in a school 
where all pupils are individually known and 
nurtured.
Kingham Hill School remains an intentionally 
small school of just over 300 pupils. Class 
sizes are typically 15 or less in the main 
school and fewer still in the Sixth Form. 

This allows us to offer a special level of care 
and attention not available in every school. It 
means pupils receive a learning experience 
that is tailored to their needs, which helps 
identify, support and develop their potential 
so they flourish as individuals.
Our diverse community of over 25 different 
nationalities welcomes day and boarding 
pupils from across the world. Although we 
are primarily a British school, the broad 
mix of nationalities is one aspect of life 
at our school which pupils enjoy – the 
opportunities to live and learn with children 
from different countries and to make 
friendships which span the globe.
The School does limit the number of pupils 
for whom English is not their first language 
to less than 25% of the school roll. This is 
because we recognise that international 
pupils and parents wish to have a British 
educational experience in a majority British 
school, whilst ensuring there are ample 
opportunities to make friends with British 
pupils, and speak the English language 
during leisure time as well as in the 
classroom.

Arriving from overseas and beginning Sixth 
Form studies can be very challenging for 
some international pupils, so the School has 
developed a year-long programme to prepare 
them for success within Sixth Form and 
progression to a top university.
The programme offers significant challenge 
and support to enable pupils to progress to A 
level study within the School. This exclusive 
programme is limited to a small number of 
pupils each year; this ensures they receive 
the very best support to facilitate success in 
their future studies. 
The programme includes:
• Tailored ESOL teaching and support
• GCSE Maths
• GCSE Science
• GCSE in native language (where possible)
• An internally assessed Business course
• IELTS preparation

Our experienced and dedicated staff 
recognise that international pupils benefit 
from specialist support. We have specialist 
teachers who work within our ESOL 
(English for Speakers of Other Languages) 

department. We offer a bespoke teaching 
programme which is delivered in small 
groups or on a one-one basis, which 
ensures a thorough grounding and fast-track 
development in English language skills.

• English keyboard skills
• Personal tutoring
• Advice and guidance on subjects being

considered for A level
• Sports and activities
• Full benefits of Sixth Form life (for those

aged 16+)
It is anticipated that pupils will attain the 
pre-requisite level of English and have the 
academic foundation to continue to A level 
study at the School, this will be assessed 
at the end of the year. The Pre-A level 
programme can also stand alone and will 
endow pupils with an excellent foundation 
in English, as well as several GCSEs, and an 
IELTS score. Additionally, they will receive 
a wealth of experiences, memories and 
friendships to last a lifetime.
To enter the Pre-A level programme, 
candidates will need to have an adequate 
level of English which will be assessed upon 
application.

“I have been able to grow as an individual 
and make friendships that will last a lifetime. 

I am really happy because of the enormous 
amount of knowledge I’ve gained, as I have 
learnt subjects in such depth. The grades I 

have received are far better than I achieved 
before coming here. I am really proud of 

what I have accomplished.”Tijana, Alumna

“Community is definitely the best part 
of the school. It is an amazing place with 

very friendly pupils and staff. I am so happy 
with the A*, 3 As and a B I achieved in my 

A levels. I am now at University College, 
London and am so grateful to Kingham Hill 

for all the help they gave me.”Salome, Alumna



A home from home
Every pupil belongs to one of ten houses 
(seven are boarding) that act as large, 
extended families. The houses are much 
smaller than at many boarding schools, 
typically with 20-35 pupils per house, 
this helps create a home from home 
atmosphere. Many pupils tell us how being 
in a small house has helped them settle 
easily, as it’s easy to get to know their  
fellow pupils as well as their house parents 
and tutors.
Bedrooms in the boarding houses range 
from dorms of four to eight children sharing, 
to single rooms for the older pupils. Some 
boarders in the Upper Sixth have the 
opportunity to live in their own independent 
accommodation, to give academic focus and 
support to their final year of school study, 
and the best preparation for university life.

Weekends are vibrant times on the Hill, 
with house activities, trips, expeditions and 
a Sixth Form Social Club. There is a wide 
variety of clubs which change throughout the 
year, so there is something for every interest: 
including photography, cookery, film, farm 
club, astronomy, mountain biking and the 
performing arts academy. 
Kingham Hill School is wonderfully situated 
for trips to the major centres of historic and 
cultural interest within the south of England. 
Recent trips have included: Warwick Castle, 
London, Hampton Court Palace, Oxford, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, the South Coast and 
the National Space Centre.

Next steps
The best way to come find out more about 
Kingham Hill is to come and see us – 
visits from pupils and parents are warmly 
welcomed throughout the year. We realise a 
visit is not always possible for international 
pupils, so we can arrange for alternative 
methods of assessment.  
Please contact our Registrar or visit our 
website www.kinghamhill.org.uk for full 
details of our admissions process.
When a place has been offered and 
accepted, the School will work with the 
family (or agent) to ensure that the right visa 
is being sought, where that is necessary. 
When the school is satisfied that it is 
appropriate to issue a CAS (Confirmation 
of Acceptance to Study) it will do so. It is 
then for the family (sometimes with the help 

of an agent) to make an application. It is 
important that a pupil is in possession of the 
appropriate visa before attempting to travel 
to the UK.
We look forward to welcoming you soon,  
to arrange an appointment please contact 
our Registrar: 
Jo Cavan, registrar@kinghamhill.org or  
call +44 (0) 1608 658999.

“I enjoy the great opportunities that 
this school offers you, particularly all the 

extra-curricular activities. I have tried 
lots of sports I have never played before. 

My grades have improved greatly and my 
spoken English is much better too.” 

Alex, Year 10

“I like the way of teaching here, my grades 
have improved very quickly since being here 
and I have received several A* and As in my 
GCSEs. Coming to Kingham Hill has been a 

great decision so far, I would recommend this 
school to anyone who asks me.” 

Maximillian, Year 13
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