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Patron: Lord Adonis of Camden 

 
Subject to ratification  

 
MINUTES OF THE HILLIANS’ COMMITTEE  

SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2016 
10.30AM LIBRARY, KINGHAM HILL SCHOOL 

 
Present: Harriet Dearden (HD) (Chairman & Development Director), Simon Briggs(SB), Brian 
Dean (BD), Simon Gallini (SG), John Hughes (JH), Mike Kent (MK), David Nock (DN), Eddie 
White (EW), Ken Wingfield (KW). 
 

1. Welcome and apologies 

 Apologies received from Malcom Brecht, Claire Corbett, Mark Foley, Nick Seward, 
Jan Sindhar, Leo Smith and David Ware. 
 

 HD welcomed SG to his first meeting and the committee introduced themselves with 
a brief résumé. 
 

2. Approval of the minutes from meeting held on 19th March 2016  

 Proposed SB, Seconded BD. 

 Signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by HD and KW.  
 

3. Matters arising 
a. Church Plaque  

 MK reported that he has liaised with the School’s DT Technician Dug Ansley and the 
size of the lettering and design have been agreed and will be in production soon. 

 MK has also been in contact with the Revd David Salter, vicar of Kingham church, 
about the plaque to be developed for the church. This matter is on-going and 
discussions will continue with Revd Salter in the future.  

 
b. AGM date and events 

 HD outlined the dates for three events for Hillians for 2017. 
o Founder’s Day on Saturday 18 March  2017 
o Hillians vs Barings XI cricket match – Speech Day – Saturday 1 July 2017 
o Autumn Reunion and Rohilla Service – September 2017 (exact date tbc). 

 

 In the future, there will be three Hillian reunion dates each year to attract different 
age groups to return to the School.  
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 It was agreed that having the AGM as a separate event is no longer viable, with 
dwindling numbers each year. There is not enough taking place to attract Hillians to 
the Hill for just the meeting.  

 There was a lot of discussion about which date would work the best for the AGM and 
it was agreed to hold the AGM as a part of the Founder’s Day reunion on Saturday 18 
March 2017, which will also have events throughout the day. The reports will be in 
the same format as last year, with a booklet containing all reports circulated in 
advance to allow the business to be conducted swiftly.  

 It was suggested that on Speech Day in July, there will be a committee presence with 
a Hillians’ memorabilia stall to raise awareness of the organisation.  

 DN commented that as a parent as well as a Hillian, a Hillians presence at Speech 
Day was important to raise awareness to the parents of the work done by the 
committee.  

 EW asked about the traditional cricket match. HD replied the Hillians cricket match is 
now once again a been a success, taking place on Speech Day in July and is attracting 
the younger cohort of alumni . 

 DN supported this approach adding that we need to promote interesting occasions 
to all age groups. He really enjoyed the attending the Founder’s Day dinner with a 
speaker. It was a success and was glad that it was being established as part of the 
events in March.  

 He also asked about the school leavers’ gifts presented on Speech Day. HD reported 
that all those leaving receive a copy of the bible, this year kindly funded by a small 
group of Hillians. The boys receive a Hillians’ tie and the girls a bracelet, provided by 
the Hillians’ committee, which were all well-received.  

 HD reported that the class of 2016 clubbed together to plant a tree in the School 
grounds to remember their days at KHS. 

 SG thought all these were good ideas and more should be put on Facebook to inform 
alumni. He reiterated that in the years immediately after leaving school, alumni are 
focussed on their careers, then family life, so there is little time to return for 
reunions. However, most read Facebook and this keeps them informed of what is 
happening at KHS. He felt this will see more returning later to school events.  

 Now that the three reunion dates are agreed, they should be published on all the 
social media channels available. HD said we now have over 400 members of the 
alumni Facebook group and is very much a central part of the future 
communications strategy.  

 EW commented that sport played a big part during his time at KHS and photos of 
teams are an important part of peoples’ memories of their time on the Hill.  

 MK suggested asking about the material that was given the KHSD site. HD 
commented that a new archive website is in development and will show the 
committee a demonstration in her report. 

 
4. Headmaster’s report 

 HD reported that the Headmaster had sent his apologies and was unable to attend 
the meeting due to a Governors’ meeting taking place simultaneously. HD 
apologised for the clash, which had been an oversight on her part when setting the 
date for the committee meeting.  
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5. Chairman’s report 

 HD reported that exam results had been good this summer, with record results for 
both A Level and GCSE. She also reported that there were just over 300 pupils on the 
roll. 

 The new library is having a very positive impact on the life of the School and pupils 
and guests had recently enjoyed the official opening of the new library with a 
celebration including a talk from Hillian and bestselling crime writer R J Ellory. 

 The school is now planning to build a new sports centre, with an anticipated date of 
construction set for March 2018.  

 HD said KHS supports fifty eight pupils with various levels of bursaries; thirteen of 
these are on full support with a maximum bursary of 50% from the School and the 
rest funded by external charities (including the Centenary Trust), the remainder are 
supported at varying levels, up to 50%.  

 HD then went on to talk about website developments. She reported that she had just 
commissioned some work from the School’s website provider for some 
improvements to the alumni section, which should be implemented in the next few 
weeks.  

 Over the summer HD has been working with a company called SDS who have been 
helping with the development of the Archive section of the site. HD showed the 
committee the site, which includes at the moment magazines from 1916 to 1941. 
The next batch of magazines to be included will be from 1945-1975, which will be 
added next year, and there are plans to include sports team photos in the future. 

 The committee was impressed with all the work that had been done so far.  

 HD also showed the committee the new promotional videos that have been 
produced to help with the marketing of the School. These are available to view on 
the School’s website.  

 EW he had some magazines from the war years that HD might find useful.  

 EW also enquired about financial position of the School following the recent 
projects. HD replied that the financial situation of the School is positive, as shown in 
the most recent accounts available on the charity commission’s website. Excellent 
management by the Headmaster and Bursar has been a key feature with for the 
financial stability of the School. 

 
6. Treasurer’s report 

 MK spoke to his financial report number 36 (circulated).  

 MK explained to SG that we support a number of pupils: over the last few years this 
has peaked at six, but we are now down to three, with two completed their 
education at KHS in July 2016.  

 Where possible, we support pupils from the start of their lower years until they leave 
the school after Sixth Form.  

 We give 20% from the Centenary Trust fund each year.  

 The Committee thanked MK for all his hard work with the accounts. 
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7. Governance and strategy 

 The updated constitution and Centenary Trust guidelines and procedures were 
ratified at the AGM in June. The final version of these two documents are available 
to view. (see appendix 1 and 2).  
 

8. Events 

 See discussion at item 3b. 
 

9. Memorabilia 

 HD reported that various KH branded items are being developed such as flip flops, 
umbrellas, water bottles and travel mugs. These will be available to buy from the 
alumni section of the website soon.  

 SB reported that we still have pens, cufflinks, ties, and recently helped in the 
purchase of the bracelets for those girls leaving KHS. Money for the payment of 
Hillian items comes from the general fund, from the sale of goods and the 200 Club. 
It is hoped the Hillians’ committee will have a display to sell items on Speech Day 
next year.  
 

10. Archive 

 HD reported that the first steps had been taken in creating an online archive. At the 
moment, this involves putting material from the first 25 years of school magazines 
on the alumni section of the website for people to access. 

 Recently HD visited Uppingham School where Hillian Jerry Rudman is the Archivist. 
HD was very impressed with their set up and aspires to have an archive of a similar 
nature.   

 
11. AOB 

 SB was pleased that the book marks had been established and were being given out 
at events. 
 

12. Date of next meetings 

 Dates for the Hillians’ committee meetings in 2017 are as follows: 
o Saturday 28 January: 11.00am in the Meeting Room  
o Saturday 18 March (including the AGM ): time and venue tbc 
o Summer meeting date and venue to be confirmed. 

 It was agreed that meetings would now commence at 11.00am to help those 
travelling from further afield. Coffee will be served from 10.30am.  
 

 There being no further business, the meeting finished 12.35 pm 
 
Ken Wingfield MBE 
Secretary 
 


