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Patron: Lord Adonis of Camden 

 
Subject to ratification  

 
MINUTES OF THE HILLIANS’ COMMITTEE  

SATURDAY 28 JANUARY 2017 
11.00 AM MEETING ROOM, KINGHAM HILL SCHOOL 

 
Present: Malcom Brecht (MB), Claire Corbett (CC), Brian Dean (BD), Harriet Dearden (HD) 
(Chairman & Development Director), Mark Foley (MF), Mike Kent (MK), David Nock (DN), 
Nick Seward (NS) (Headmaster), Ken Wingfield (KW). 
 
In attendance: Iain Helstrip (IH), Catriona Thompson (CT) (Bursar), Jen Wingfield (JW) 
 

1. Welcome and apologies 

 HD welcomed everyone to the meeting, with a special warm welcome to Iain 
Helstrip and Cat Thompson (KHS Bursar). 

 

 Apologies received from Simon Briggs, Simon Gallini, John Hughes, Jan Sindhar, Leo 
Smith, Eddie White and David Ware.  

 
2. Approval of the minutes from meeting held on 17 September 2016  

 Proposed by MK, seconded BD. 

 Signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by HD and KW.  
 

3. Matters Arising  

 HD circulated two samples of the plaque that has been produced by the School. MK 
said he was a little surprised by the size of the lettering, especially the heading. 
There was agreement from the rest of the Committee that it was too small. HD to 
review, in consultation with Dug Ansley, CT and NS.  

 HD and MK are going to double check the names with the Kingham vicar before the 
final plaque is produced.  

 It was agreed that the matt sample was preferable, that the heading should be 
bigger than the names and that the names would be listed in two columns.  

 IH asked if there is space for later additions. CT replied that as a new board can be 
produced at low cost, additional names can easily be added in the future. 

 It was agreed that a final sample would be produced in time for the AGM on 
Saturday 18 March.  
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 Details about a presentation date and service will be organised and published by the 
Development Office. 

Action HD,MK 

 BD asked about the progress of the stone plaque for the church. HD replied that 
once the chapel version is sorted we can begin to start work on the version for the 
church, but HD reminded the Committee that it may take some time as it will need 
to be approved by the church and diocesan authorities.  

 
4. Website 

 HD reported that since the last meeting, developments had been made to the 
Hillians section of the website, including a dedicated newsletter page and alumni 
news section. In addition to this there are now just under 500 members of the KHS 
alumni Facebook group and over 800 people receiving the monthly enewsletter by 
email. 

 HD mentioned that she particularly enjoyed it when Hillians uploaded their own 
pictures from their time on the Hill and that these often provoked entertaining 
conversations from Hillians.  

 MK mentioned that he recently sent HD all the discs in his possession with all the 
house and sports photos and asked if these could be added to the Archive section of 
the website.  HD replied that they can be added and she is investigating the costs 
involved in this at the moment. 

Action HD 

 MK enquired why the house lists he had compiled could not be posted on the 
website. HD replied that for data protection reasons, we are unable to do so without 
the consent of each individual and CT, who is the Data Controller for KHS confirmed 
this, stating that we cannot assume that everyone is happy for their name and dates 
at the School to be publically available.   

 
5. Headmaster report 

 The School is in a good place and he was very pleased with excellent academic 
results from last summer. He praised the staff for their hard work.  

 NS spoke about a successful postgraduate scheme that is working well at KHS, 
attracting a steady stream of good calibre graduates to undertake a year or two at 
the School. It gives them an opportunity to gain experience working at a school and 
teaching experience in the classroom. Some of them remain at KHS to complete a 
formal teaching qualification. Their contribution to all school activities including 
sport, boarding houses as well as their academic influence are a valuable asset to the 
School. There is a national shortage of well-qualified Maths and Science post 
graduates, and we hope our contacts mean we continue to attract these sorts of 
candidates to the School. 

 NS reported that there are 305 pupils on the roll at present and that enquiries for 
September are encouraging. NS said that he had now been at KHS for nine years and 
his daughter will start in September 2017. 

 NS spoke about the School’s new strategic plan, based on ten strategic themes. He 
explained that each theme is represented by a ‘champion’, forming an Operational 
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Management Team, who meet once a week to ensure the plan is being implemented 
and driven forward.   

 NS said that he is delighted with the new Library and we continue to reap the 
benefits of the Veritas building (Maths and Science facility). The next major project 
will be the construction of a new sports hall. 

 NS spoke about the example of Teddy Cooper and his career and influence at the 
School. He stated that he intends to remain at the School long term to continue to 
achieve the vision of the Founder.  

 NS mentioned that he and the governors are considering the possibilities and 
potential pitfalls of a franchise in China, following many other UK independent 
schools. Careful consideration is being given to explore whether this is a suitable 
model for KHS.  

 CT spoke in detail about her role of Bursar at KHS.   

 DN remarked that as a parent of a pupil at KHS he had recently read the latest ISI 
inspection reports. One area highlighted in the report was the personal checks and 
vetting of new staff before they join the staff. NS replied that an enormous amount 
of work is undertaken with reference checks to ensure that are allowed in post.  

 CT stated that compliance administration costs have increased significantly in recent 
years. In the last three months KHS has had three extensive audits to ensure that we 
are compliant with the current legislation.  

 IH asked if the rulings are they Europe-led to which CT responded that the majority 
of rulings come from the ISI (Independent Schools Inspectorate) and the Department 
for Education. The ISI is the government authority that sets and inspects the 
legislation. It is unlikely that Brexit will have any impact on legislation in the future. 

 NS stated that one recent areas of compliance that is being tightened up is use of 
mobile phones and other internet enabled devices and new policy is the process 
being introduced.   

 CT mentioned that the School is currently in consultation with experts on IT in 
education, who have tested and investigated systems that are used at KHS.  

 The Headmaster was thanked for his report and answering questions. NS left the 
meeting at 12.15pm. 

 
6. Chairman 

 HD spoke about the new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) which changes 
the way the consent to contact is given. By May 2018 everyone on the Hillians 
database will need to have opted in to give their consent to be contacted by the 
School. Members’ consent also needs to be renewed on a regular basis to comply 
with the new legislation and we can no longer assume that consent lasts forever. 

 There are currently around 1,500 contactable Hillians on the database.  

 The last mailing asking people to update their contact details had a 20% response 
rate. If we had the same response rate this time, this would mean that from May 
2018 we would not be able to contact 80% of the database. We need to state that if 
consent is not given alumni will no longer receive mailings (including emails) from 
the School.   

 HD recognises that it will take time, which is why we are acting now. A multi-media 
approach is required with a form sent by email, post, and available on Facebook to 



Hillians’ Committee 
January 2017   4 
 

ensure that everyone is aware of the changes and to give the multiple chances to opt 
in. The form needs to be simple and clear to ensure maximum participation.  

 MF asked how we contact people later if no consent is given. CT stated that after 
May 2018 we cannot contact anyone who has not given consent.  

 HD asked all committee members to ensure that their networks are aware of these 
changes and encourage friends to complete the form when it goes live.  

 
7. Treasurer 

 MK issued financial statement 36 (see appendix 1).  

 At present, we are supporting three pupils and after the Trinity term this will reduce 
to two, with a total commitment of £38.000. 

 MK stated that he needed to make changes to the signatures on our account. It was 
agreed that Jonathan Montgomerie is removed and Simon Gallini is added.  

 MK to produce finance report for the AGM in March. 
 

8. Governance and Strategy  

 The AGM will take place on Saturday 18 March. This will be to run through 
formalities of approving accounts, electing new members and re-electing officers. 
HD stated that she did not anticipate a long meeting and that it should last between 
30 and 45 minutes to encourage participation.  

 

 HD stated that all other matters of governance and strategy had been covered in her 
Chairman’s report and elsewhere on the agenda and had nothing further to add.   

 
9. Events 2017 

 Founder’s Day Reunion – Saturday 18 March  
o A full programme of events is available the KHS website. All Hillians welcome 

and the guest speaker is The Revd Bob Shepton, former KHS Chaplain who is 
well known at KHS. IH suggested advertising in Private Eye and HD said she 
would investigate costings. However as the focus for this reunion is 1985-
1995, promoting the event on Facebook may be a more effective method of 
advertising.  

o CC offered to promote a breakdown of the day on the Facebook page. 
Action HD, CC 

 

 Speech Day - Saturday 1 July  
o To include Hillians XI v Barings XI cricket match.  

 

 Shelsey Walsh Classic Nostalgia Hill Climb - Saturday 22 July 
o  A group of Hillians who are interested in classic cars will be meeting at the 

Shelsley Walsh Classic Nostalgia Hill Climb. HD stated that this event is open 
to all Hillians.  

 Drinks at the Royal Automobile Club, Pall Mall – Thursday 21 September   
o HD mentioned that this is an event for all Hillians, parents and friends of the 

School to meet for drinks and hear from the Headmaster about plans for the 
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future of the School. There is no charge for the event, but places are limited 
so booking will be required.  

 
10. Memorabilia 

 DN stated he was very pleased with golf umbrella he had recently purchased from 
the online shop.  

 CC said she would be willing to help run a stall to sell goods to Hillians on event days. 
It was discussed about the drawings of the school being framed. There are old 
architect’s sketches from the early 20th century on the reception stairs and it was 
agreed that prints of these could be used as well as pupils’ art work. Printing and 
framing costs to be investigated.   

Action HD. CT. MF 
 

11. Archive 

 HD reported a number of people had been in touch to ask for the login details for 
the new archive on the KHS website.  

 DN stated that he enjoyed reading old editions of the magazine and found the old 
pictures very interesting. He asked whether it was possible to have them displayed 
on events days. He could remember Hillians and their families showing their interest 
in browsing a display from the archives.  

 It was agreed that this was a good idea and HD will endeavour to reinstate this. She 
continues to look at developing the Archive section. 

Action HD 
 

12. AOB 

 HD announced the sad news of the recent death of Bill Collett who was remembered 
as a dedicated and loyal former pupil who always showed a great interest in KHS and 
Hillians. He would always be at the AGM, and sometimes sat in on the Hillians’ 
committee meeting as a visitor. HD is sending our condolences and funeral 
arrangements will be published. 
 

 DN expressed how much he enjoyed hearing from the Bursar and thought it was 
good to have her attendance the today’s meeting. CT replied that she was glad to be 
asked and will attend other meeting where possible.  

 

 IH remarked that he seen the School’s open day signage, and asked whether AA road 
signs had ever by investigated by School for events. CT responded that we had 
recently improved signs including new banners at visible points and that there are no 
plans to use yellow AA signs in the future.  

 

 HD thanked everyone attending the meeting, and with no further business, the 
meeting was closed at 1.10pm. 

 
Minutes prepared by K M Wingfield MBE  


